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–Johnny Appleseed

“Type a quote here.” 

St. Rose, LA. Photo for YES! Magazine by Marc Pagani



The Gulf Moment











Crisis Mapping

OpenGov

Citizen Science

Civic Technology

Civic Science

New media for journalism
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After the BP Spill
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Research questions are focused on 
addressing local questions
and are driven by on-the-ground community work.





Claudia Martinez Mansell
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@glennwalquist, Laura Chipley



Images: Noaa.gov and http://www.floodsafety.noaa.gov/states/la-flood.shtml





Citizen Science for the Amazon: 
Understanding fish migrations across the 
Amazon

cienciaciudadanaparalaamazonia.org

http://cienciaciudadanaparalaamazonia.org


Vuela (by Paz Bernaldo, Gustavo Pereyra Irujo, Antoni Perez, Loulou Jude, Alejandrina Egozcue, 

Nicolás Narváez, Guillermo Pereyra

Baby Legs (by Civic Laboratory for Environmental Action Research)
ETER (by Julieta Arancio, R’lyeh Hacklab)





Part of growing a self-sustaining peer network is 
matching asks with offers at scale



What we’ve learned…



1. Engage researchers not subjects



2. Pull complexity off the shelf: modify minimally



concealed operator
diydrones.com cyberquad

revealed operator

3. Build in openness & accountability



4. Create collaborative workflows



5. Maintain public data archives



See © Public Laboratory Find the mapmaker & images

6. Mainstream true accountability



7. Let images communicate complexity



CERN Open Hardware 1.1
Share Back with Attribution 

GNU Public License 
3.0
Copyleft Viral Software 
Licensing

Creative Commons
Share Alike with 
Attribution For Media

8. Protect openness with viral licensing



9. Create locally



People Centered 
Science
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https://publiclab.org/conducthttp://openhardware.science/gosh-manifesto/



Considerations for all of our work (regardless of what we label it):
• Build relationships based on equity* from the beginning (resource 

distribution, ownership of processes and data)
• Honor different types of expertise, local knowledge and experience
• Consider the many places where collaboration can happen
• Leverage scientific knowledge to help distribute power
• Think critically about the use of terms such as “inclusion” and 

“empowerment”. Co-opting people and their work can create 
friction.

• Move beyond feedback loops and step into solution finding
• Address tech-solutionism before it becomes a problem

*Why equity? Equality is treating everyone exactly the same, while equity starts from the idea 
that people/groups start from different social, political and economic positions and strives to 
address this unevenness.
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