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Taxonomy of skill assessment
Stylinski,*Phillips,*Linhart,*Becker4Klein*&*Peterman*(in*prep)*

– Formal tests (not embedded)

– Informal observations or 
conversations

– Data validation



EMBEDDED ASSESSMENT
Allow learners to demonstrate their 
science competencies through tasks that 
are integrated seamlessly into the 
learning experience
Becker-Klein, Peterman, & Stylinski (2016), Wilson & Sloan (2000)



Embedded assessment sample questions Scoring checklist



Embedded Assessment 
Development Process

Peterman, Becker-Klein, Stylinski, & Grack-Nelson (2017)

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
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For you….
• What are your successes or challenges 

when…

–Assessing volunteers’ skills?

–Using embedded assessment or 
performance assessment in citizen 
science?

Too embedded?

Other questions? 
Cat Stylinski

cstylinski@umces.edu


